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coast, are very high hills. On the summit of these hills,
which lie exactly between Vimieira and the sea, the greatest
part of the British army was posted. On a lower hill on
the right, and a little in front of the town, was the Light
Brigade, with the 20th regiment. This was an excellent
post of observation. On the hill on the left was the 40th
regiment, which was the left of our brigade, the 71st High-
landers on their right, and the 36th being in the hollow
exactly in the rear of the village. Close to our front was
a small river. The position was rather more than two
leagues from the sea. . . . "We discovered some squad-
rons and picquets of French dragoons. Several officers
approached us, and one coming particularly near (I suppose
he was sketching), Captain Mellish (General Ferguson's
A.D.C.) offered the long odds to any one that, if permitted,
he would dismount him.

"On the following morning, the 21st, about nine o'clock,
the drums of the 40th regiment beat to arms. This was
occasioned by their outlying picquet being attacked by some
small party of the enemy which was greatly advanced. In
ten minutes we were formed. Our brigade, led by General
Ferguson, immediately crossed the little river and ascended
to the hill on which we were about to fight. We had hardly
commenced our uphill move before the advanced posts of
our centre, in the hollow near Vimieira, on our right, com-
menced a very heavy fire. We proceeded up the hill and
formed line under its brow. A brigade of artillery was
brought up with the greatest promptitude, and two guns,
under Lieutenant Locke, being placed on the rising ground
on our right, and the others on the left, three companies of
the 36th were detached to the edge of the hill on our right,hort distance.ined that celebrated victory over the Spaniards whichancellor of the Exchequer. She has often told me this herself,
